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LITTLE DUNHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of Little Dunham Parish Council held at 7.30pm on Thursday 16th May 

2019 in the Village Hall, immediately following the Annual Parish Meeting. 

 

Present: Cllr Jane Harding (Vice-Chairman) 

  Cllr Ian Harding 

  Cllr Paul Stebbings 

  Cllr Malcolm Parker 

 

  County & District Cllr Mark Kiddle-Morris 

  Sheryl Irving (Clerk) 

  No members of the public were present. 

 

In the absence of the Chairman, Cllr Simon Fowler, Cllr Jane Harding took the chair. 

  
1. Election of Chairman and signing of declaration of office. 

 

Cllr Jane Harding proposed that Cllr Simon Fowler be elected as Chairman. Cllr Fowler had 

indicated he was happy to be elected in his absence. This was seconded by Cllr Ian Harding and 

agreed by Council. Cllr Simon Fowler was duly elected as Chairman. 

 

2. Election of Vice-Chairman and signing of declaration of office. 

 

Cllr Parker proposed that Cllr Jane Harding be elected as Vice-Chairman, this was seconded by Cllr 

Stebbings and agreed by Council. Cllr Jane Harding duly signed her declaration of acceptance of 

office. 

 

3. Welcome and apologies for absence. 

 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies had been received from Cllr Fowler. 

 

4. To receive any declarations of interest. 

 

There were no declarations of interest received. 

 

5. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 7th March 2019. 

 

Cllr Jane Harding proposed that the minutes be accepted as a true record of the meeting, this was 

seconded by Cllr Ian Harding and agreed by Council. The Chairman duly signed the minutes. 

 

6. County/District Councillor reports. 

 

Council congratulated Mr Mark Kiddle-Morris on his recent election to District Councillor. 

 

The C/Cllr reported that a review of the number of county councillors and size of wards was 

ongoing and the parish council would be consulted in due course. 

 

7. Open Forum for Public Participation. 

 

There were no members of the public present. 
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8. To consider options to fill the two councillor vacancies. 

 

It was agreed to defer this item to the next meeting to allow time to approach suitable candidates; 

the Council are particularly keen to co-opt a younger member. 

 

9. To discuss any Highways matters. 

 

The drainage issue in Barrows Hole Lane is ongoing and the County Cllr will contact Highways. The 

white lines from Litcham to Necton are due to be repainted in the near future.  

 

The footpaths have been cut and this will be done three times each year, this is with the exception 

of the path from School Lane to the Nursing Home which is difficult to reach. 

 

It was queried as to whether the Highway Rangers had attended in the village as the requested 

works had not yet been done. 

 

10. To receive an update on the Community Speed Watch Scheme. 

 

The team are continuing checks, although bad weather has recently interrupted planned checks. 

High speeds continue to be detected. 

 

11. To discuss planning issues: 

 

a) Applications for consideration. 

• 3PL/2019/0114/F – Five dwellings adjacent to Westcliffe House, Barrows Hole Lane 

– amendments to proposed site layout & Street scene SL03 - 26/4 – Council agreed 

to make no further comments. 

 

b) Decisions to note. 

There were no decisions to note. 

 

c) To receive an update re ongoing enforcement issues. 

This matter remains ongoing and a response is awaited from Breckland planning 

department. 

 

d) To receive an update re S106 monies. 

A meeting had recently taken place with the Director of Planning from Breckland and it is 

hoped the S106 monies will be able to be used for purposes in addition to the playing field, 

for example the supply of water and toilet provision at the village hut. 

 

12. To receive an update in respect of the proposed Vattenfall Offshore Wind Farms. 

 

Cllr’s Ian Harding and Simon Fowler had attended a recent meeting held in Dereham. Cllr Fowler 
had spoken with regard to mitigation and Cllr Harding had spoken with regard to the lack of 

information in respect of the size of the proposed buildings.  

 

The current push for an offshore ring main being made by George Freeman MP is likely to be too 

late for this particular application. 
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13. To discuss issues relating to the Playing Field. 

 

The annual inspection is due to take place in June when it is hoped a much improved report will 

be received. 

 

The anti-bird fouling devices have been reinstalled and are working. The area is looking much 

better and the grass has now been cut. 

 

14. To discuss issues relating to the Amenities area. 

 

The tree works have now been carried out although there is one leaning tree which needs to be 

monitored, however, it is currently safe. 

 

15. To discuss issues relating to the Footpaths. 

 

Footpath issues had been discussed at item 9 above. 

 

16. To consider the provision of dog bins. 

 

It was agreed to submit a request for the provision of three new dog bins although it may be 

difficult to secure an undertaking from Breckland to empty any new bins. 

 

17. To discuss issues relating to the Village Hut. 

 

The bees have been removed and the void has been filled with expanding foam and it is hoped 

they will not return in the future.  

 

A Village Chilli & Quiz night is being held on Saturday 1st June to raise funds for the water and 

toilet provision to the hut.  

 

Council approved the annual PAT testing and noted that the fire extinguisher had also received 

its annual inspection. 

 

18. To receive an update re Community First Responder Volunteer. 

 

Cllr Parker had not received any response to his requests for information but will persevere. A 

local charity has approached the Council with a possible donation of a defibrillator.  

 

19. To discuss any correspondence for circulation. 

 

The following correspondence was noted. 

 

• Police Parish Newsletter – March edition 

• Tinks Tipsy Tavern 

• Fly the Red Ensign for Merchant Navy Day 

• George Freeman – Offshore Ring Main 

• Homes England Consultation 

• Western Link Update 
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20. Financial and Governance Matters 

 

a) To receive a financial report for the years ending 31st March 2019 and 31st March 

2020. 

The report for the year ending 31st March 2019 had been approved at the Annual Parish 

Meeting and the report in respect of the year ending 31st March 2020 was noted. 

 

Cllr Stebbings had carried out a check of the accounts and some minor matters had been 

resolved. 

 

b) To receive the internal auditors report and consider any recommendations. 

The report was noted, there were no recommendations to action. 

 

c) To approve the annual governance statement in the 2018-19 Annual Return. 

Cllr Stebbings proposed approval of the annual governance statement, this was seconded 

by Cllr Ian Harding and agreed by Council. The Chairman duly signed the statement. 

 

d) To approve the Statement of Accounts in the 2018-19 Annual Return. 

Cllr Stebbings proposed approval of the statement of accounts, this was seconded by Cllr 

Ian Harding and agreed by Council. The Chairman duly signed the statement of accounts. 

 

e) To approve the certification of exemption from a limited assurance review under 

Section of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015. 

Cllr Stebbings proposed approval of the certificate of exemption from a limited assurance 

review, this was seconded by Cllr Ian Harding and agreed by Council. The Chairman duly 

signed the certificate. 

 

f) To consider any training requirements. 

There were no current training requirements. 

 

g) To consider approval of the Clerk’s annual incremental pay increase. 
Council approved the Clerk’s annual incremental pay increase. 
 

h) To consider renewal of the Council insurance policy. 

Three quotes had been obtained. Council instructed the Clerk to obtain increased cover for 

the Village Hut prior to renewal. 

 

i) To consider approval of a direct debit payment to the ICO – data protection 

registration. 

Cllr Jane Harding proposed approval of a direct debit payment to the ICO, this was seconded 

by Cllr Stebbings and agreed by Council. 

 

j) To authorise financial payments as detailed below. 

Cllr Jane Harding proposed approval of the following payments, this was seconded by Cllr 

Stebbings and agreed by Council. 

• Clerk Pay & Expenses (Apr/May)  £235.04 

• HMRC      £22.80 

• Norfolk Parish Training & Support  £35.00 

• Internal Auditor    £25.00 

• Website Provider    £140.00 

• Replacement Parts for Sam II sign  £12.00 
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21. To receive any new items for the next agenda. 

 

There were no new items received for the next agenda. 

 

22. To note the meeting dates for the forthcoming year. 

 

The following meeting dates were noted. 

 

• Thursday 4th July 2019. 

• Thursday 5th September 2019. 

• Thursday 7th November 2019. 

• Thursday 2nd January 2020. 

• Thursday 5th March 2020. 

 

23. To note the date of the next meeting which will be held on Thursday 4th July 2019 at 

7.30pm. 

 

The date of the next meeting was noted. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.25pm. 

 

 

 

Signed:        Date: 

 


