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LITTLE DUNHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting held at 7.30pm on Thursday 4th July 2019 in the Village Hut. 

 

Present: Cllr Simon Fowler (Chairman) 

  Cllr Jane Harding (Vice Chair) 

  Cllr Ian Harding 

  Cllr Malcolm Parker 

  Cllr Paul Stebbings 

  Cllr Tracy Mylum 

  Cllr Linda Johnson 

 

  District & County Cllr Mark Kiddle-Morris 

  Sheryl Irving (Clerk) 

  Two members of the public  

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence. 

 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting, there were no apologies for absence. 

 

2. To receive any declarations of interest. 

 

There were no declarations received. 

 

3. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 16th May 2019. 

 

Cllr Ian Harding proposed that the minutes be accepted as a true record, this was seconded by 

Cllr Jane Harding and agreed by Council. The Chairman duly signed the minutes. 

 

4. County/District Councillor reports. 

 

Cllr Kiddle-Morris gave the following report: 

 

The Breckland Local Plan is nearing the end of the final consultation stage and it is anticipated 

that the Inspector will sign it off in August, when it will then to go Breckland for adoption; a five 

year land supply will then be in place. It is expected that a review of the plan will take place within 

two years to include current government legislation. The comments previously submitted by Little 

Dunham Parish Council will be taken into consideration during the current consultation stage. 

 

Breckland Lottery Grants are available together with other grants of between 30 to 50% match 

funding. 

 

County Council has returned to the Cabinet system and meetings of the cabinet and select 

committees are available to view on You Tube. 

 

The Chairman raised the following issues with the Cllr: 

 

• Passing Places on the Necton Road which need to be in place as part of the planning conditions 

before the grainstore can be brought into use. 

• Is the grainstore currently in operation? 
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• Are the proposed liaison meetings with the Parish Council, Planning and Roger Warnes going 

ahead? 

• Has a decision been made in respect of the use of available Section 106 funds? 

 

The Cllr will take these issues forward and report back in due course. 

 

In respect of the drainage problems at Barrows Hole Lane (item 8), Cllr Kiddle-Morris reported 

that the boundaries team had made a site visit and confirmed that the land did not belong to 

Highways, albeit Highways will have some legislative rights over it. That being the case, Highways 

will clear the culverts which go under the road but the ditches, which are not registered with the 

land registry, are the responsibility of the adjoining properties. 

 

However, he will request scalable maps from each relevant authority in an attempt to confirm to 

householders the position. 

 

In respect of item 10c), the Cllr confirmed an enforcement date of 31st July 2019. 

 

The Cllr reported problems with the new grass verge contractors in that they did not have the 

correct equipment to cut any raised or sloping verges. He will be bringing this to the attention of 

Highways who are responsible for the contract. 

 

The Chairman thanked Cllr Kiddle-Morris for his input and the Cllr then left the meeting. 

 

5. Open Forum for Public Participation. 

 

The following matters were raised by members of the public: 

 

• In respect of a complaint submitted to Breckland re the Warnes development, it had been 

disappointing to learn that Breckland rely on members of the public to report any 

contraventions and do not themselves check. 

• In response to a query regarding any regulations regarding choice of colour for the outside of 

properties, Council confirmed that as the property in question was not in a conservation area 

there were no regulations. 

• The bus stop was overgrown – this issue had been raised by Cllr Kiddle-Morris, above. 

 

6. To consider options to fill the two councillor vacancies. 

 

Cllr Stebbings proposed that Linda Johnson and Tracy Mylum both be co-opted onto the Council, 

this was seconded by Cllr Parker and agreed by Council. 

 

Cllr’s Mylum and Parker both signed their declaration of acceptance of office forms. 

 

7. To discuss any Highway and Footpath matters. 

 

Footpaths FP3 and FP5 will be reported to Highways as they are currently overgrown and require 

clearance. 

 

It was agreed to appoint a new Footpath Warden at the September meeting. 
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8. To consider drainage issues in respect of Barrows Hole Lane. 

 

Following the input from Cllr Kiddle-Morris, it was agreed that Council could do no more in respect 

of this issue and the residents will need to take this matter forward. The item will be removed 

from the agenda. 

 

9. To receive an update on the Community Speed Watch Scheme. 

 

Cllr Stebbings reported that the team continued to target times when offending was likely to be 

high and this was proving successful. In June alone they had caught 85 offenders. In the year to 

June 2018 there had been 337 offenders but in the year to June 2019 there had been 440 and this 

was due to the efficient targeting.  

 

There are now more speedwatch teams in Norfolk which has led to a reduction in visits from the 

enforcement officer. The previous requirement for a visit was for 11 offences in a month to 

generate two visits but this had now been increased to 20 offences. This will not affect Little 

Dunham as the team regularly catch many more than this number.   

 

Cllr Stebbings noted that the excessive number of high speeders, over 50mph, continued. He also 

reported that the camera which had been sited on the Sporle Road had not been working, 

however, Necton Road continues to be the priority. 

 

The Chairman thanked Cllr Stebbings and his team for their much valued and successful efforts. 

 

10. To discuss planning issues: 

 

a) Applications for consideration. 

There were no applications to consider. 

 

b) Decisions to note. 

Council noted the following planning decision: 

• 3PL/2019/0114/F – Five dwellings adjacent to Westcliffe House, Barrows Hole Lane – 

amendments to proposed site layout & Street scene SL03 - 26/4 (referred to committee 

meeting – 24th May 2019) – APPROVED. 

 

c) To receive an update re ongoing enforcement issues. 

This had been discussed at item 4 above. 

 

d) To receive an update re S106 monies. 

This had been discussed at item 4 above. 

 

11. To receive an update in respect of the proposed Vattenfall Offshore Wind Farms. 

 

The Chairman confirmed that he had attended, with Cllr Ian Harding and ex-Cllr Kilvert, a 

consultation meeting where he had raised issues regarding landscaping. 

 

12. To discuss issues relating to the Playing Field. 

 

The inspection report had not raised any new issues and was an improvement on the previous 

report, following the repairs carried out by Cllr Parker. The report recommended a scan of the 

internal steel, however, no there is no visible rust present. 
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Cllr Parker will obtain a cost for anti-bird spikes as the current ones are not effective.  

 

It was noted that the grass has been cut but not within the terms of the contract. 

 

13. To discuss issues relating to the Amenities area. 

 

No problems were reported with the amenities area. A visit from the tree surgeon will be 

arranged. 

 

14. To consider the provision of dog bins. 

 

Breckland had advised that they would only approve new bins on council land and, that being the 

case, Cllr Stebbings proposed that Council request a bin be sited at the village hut. This was 

seconded by Cllr Ian Harding and agreed by Council. 

 

Breckland will be requested to empty the bins on the playing field. It was noted that people are 

walking their dogs on the playing field which is not permitted and a reminder will be published. 

 

15. To discuss issues relating to the Village Hut. 

 

It is hoped that some of the Section 106 monies due can be used to connect the village hut to the 

mains water supply and confirmation of this is awaited.  

 

Cllr Parker will cost up the whole project as this will be required for any grant application. 

 

It was noted that the bees had returned but as they were of no threat to anyone it was agreed to 

take no action. 

 

16. To receive an update re Defibrillator and Community First Responder Volunteer. 

 

The Chairman confirmed the phone box will be repaired shortly.  

 

Cllr Parker outlined the drawbacks of a defibrillator in Little Dunham due to the high number of 

two-person households. He felt a community first responder was the way forward. However, he 

had received a disappointing response to his request to the Ambulance Service and continued to 

attempt to take this matter forward. 

 

An alternative use of the BT Box as a village library was suggested. Cllr Jane Harding will investigate 

shelving costs. 

 

Cllr Stebbings proposed that any decision regarding the BT Box be left in abeyance until a final 

decision is made regarding a defibrillator. There was no seconder to this proposal and the motion 

failed. 

 

17. To discuss any correspondence for circulation. 

 

Council noted the following correspondence: 

 

• Parish Partnership Scheme Funding – Highway improvements. 

• Breckland District Council – New Leader. 

• Breckland Local Plan Consultation. 
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• Breckland Lottery Grants. 

• Police Parish Newsletter – June edition. 

• Norfolk Age UK – donation request. 

 

In respect of any donation requests to Council, it was agreed that as Council policy was not to 

make any donations, no further requests should be brought to Council. 

 

18. Financial and Governance Matters 

 

a) To receive a financial report for the year ending 31st March 2020. 

The report was noted. 

 

b) To consider approval of dual-authorisation bank payments. 

Cllr Fowler proposed that dual-authorisation bank payments be authorised, with the Clerk 

setting up the payment and one councillor authorising them. This was seconded by Cllr Ian 

Harding and agreed by Council. Financial Orders will be amended accordingly. 

 

In the absence of a Cllr who can authorise on-line payments, cheque payments will be 

made. 

 

c) To nominate councillors to attend Planning Training Session being held by Breckland. 

Cllr Parker will attend the training session. 

 

d) To consider renewal of the website. 

Cllr Fowler proposed renewal of the website, this was seconded by Cllr Parker and agreed 

by Council. 

 

e) To consider approval of an Equality Policy. 

Cllr Fowler proposed approval of the Equality Policy, this was seconded by Cllr Jane Harding 

and agreed by Council. 

 

f) To authorise financial payments as detailed below. 

Cllr Fowler proposed approval of the following payments, this was seconded by Cllr Johnson 

and agreed by Council. 

• Clerk Pay & Allowance (June/July)  £257.84 

• Village Hut – PAT Testing   £33.91 

• Play Area Inspection    £90.60 

• Website Renewal (2 years)   £86.40 

 

19. To receive any new items for the next agenda. 

 

There were no new items for the next agenda. 

 

20. To note the date of the next meeting which will be held on Thursday 5th September 2019 

at 7.30pm. 

 

Council noted the date of the next meeting. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.55pm. 

 

Signed:       Date: 


